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N OTHING, a few months paſt; was 
more diſtant from the thoughts of the wri- 
ter of the following pages, than to be an 
Author. Some obſervations made upon a 
Sermon, which he delivered on the Na- 
tional Faſt, in February, from a deſire to 
e among his hearers a ſpirit of true 
oyaltv and attachment to the Britiſh Go- 
vernment, and to guard them againſt the 
errors, inſinuatiòns, and innovations, of de- 

ſigning men, lead him to write more fullß 
upon the privileges and advantages which _ 
the inhabitants of this Kingdom enjoy. 
His obſervations upon this ſubje , were - 

written in the month of March, and would 

have been printed immediately after, had 

not intervening circumſtances- prevented 
it. This Eſſay contains only ſome of 
theſe obſervations, as he lately thought, 


that his abridging them as much as hs 


poſſibly could, might tend to their more 
eneral circulation. The Author is im- 
preſſed with the belief, that his publiſhing 
them, will, by many, be aſcribed to very 
different motives, 5 theſe which in- 
fluenced him to do this. It hath, for ſome 
time, been common for the oppoſers of 
Government, to call its friends and ſup- 
orters---Placemen, Penſioners, and Ex- 
pectants. Under every accuſation and at- 
4 __ + perlion, 
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perſion, he will however feel this pleaſant 
reflection, that he who ponders the ſpirits 
of men, knows his motives; and that nei- 
ther the love of Money, nor Power, nor 
Place, hath as yet been the governing paſ- 
fion of his heart, 5 o 
He ſaw the commencement of eppoſition 
to Government, with forrow and regret ; 
and hath ever fince felt it his duty to uſe 
all endeavours to deſtroy and prevent it. 
He has no doubt, but thoſe among whom 
he has acted in a certain capacity, for al- 
moſt four ' years, and with whom he has 
had the happineſs to live in great friend- 
ſhip and intimacy, will agree with him, 
when he declares, that, during that time, 
he has not, either in public or private, 
acted from a deſign to procure popularity, 
or from a defire to inſinuate himſelf into 
favour. He has always had a conviction 
of mind, that the Preacher, who acts from 
ſuch motives, is unworthy of his office. He 
can equally declare, that none of theſe mo- 
tives have influenced him in publiſhing a 
of what he wrote; and that, if his 
doing this, is the mean of encreaſing the 
friends of Government, and of their coun- 


fry, he will be fully repaid and gratified. 
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Tur experience of men, in all ages, hath 
taught them, that nations, like individuals, 
are liable to viciſſitudes. Only a few years 
paſt, attachment to the beneficial Govern- 
ment of this country, prevailed in every 
part of our happy Iſle. In conſequence of 
this, there was univerſal tranquillity. Nei- 
ther the populous city, nor the ſolitary 
vale, reſounded with the noiſe of Political 
murmurs. The farmer, conſcious of his 
exalted ſituation as a Britiſh ſubject, at- 
tended with joy to the culture of his fields; 
and inſtead of arraigning the conduct of 
his Rulers, anticipated the time, when the 
Kind and benevolent Governor of Nature, 
would crown his wiſhes with a plentiful 
harveſt. Labourers alſo, and mechanics, 
leaving Politics to thoſe whoſe buſineſs was 
to ſtudy and underſtand them, knowing 
that they enjoyed a ſuperior ſyſtem of laws, 
were free from tyranny and oppreſſion, 
proſecuted their daily employments, with 
apparent content and joy. The memory 
of our happy Revolution was obſerved with 
folemn thankſgivings to the Eternal King, 
while the recovery of the Sovereign was 
celebrated with every demonſtration of loy- 
al rejoicing. Such was the happy ſtate of 

Britain, till the ſpecious, but Ra 
f a | trines 
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trines of a Painx---an Infidel, the enemy 
of Religion, and of Men, like a deſtructive 
torrent, diffuſed their fatal influence all a- 
round. From that time, all became Poli- 
ticians. Numbers readily believed the falſe 

aſſertions of an irreligious Deceiver, railed 
againſt all the neceſſary meaſures of Admini- 
ſtration, conſidered themſelves as oppreſſed 
ſlaves and vaſſals, and thought, that all were 
entitled to an equal ſnare of earthly honours 
and poſſeſſions. This ſpirit of innovation 
inſtantly influenced the ambitious and ſelf- 
ih, who uſed all their endeavours to pro- 
mote a ſyſtem of error and deluſion. "Theſe 
perſons, under the name of Reformation, 
were ſecretly deviſing a total Revolution of 
the State, and the fall of that noble Confti- 
tution, which was the glory and the boaſt 
of former times. Few arguments were ne- 
ceſſary to attach to ſuch a cauſe, the diſap- 
pointed, the idle, and the diſſipated, while 

- thouſands of the credulous poor, who for- 
merly were content with their lot, and 
would have travelled through the path of 


| blood, for the good of their Country, and 


the ſupport of its Government, were made 


ie 


to believe, that they were groaning under 
deſpotic power, and conſequently, that re- 
filtance was neceſſary. T he Enemies of the 
People, who falſely called themſelves the 
Friends of the People, collected into ſeve- 
ral Societies, where their leaders delivered 
ſuch Speeches, as they thought were beſt 
calculated to miſlead, and inflame =, "4 
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minds. The political ferment which pre- 
. vailed in the Clubs, ſoon diſcovered itſelf 
in many of the newſpapers, where perſons 
were taught that the laws of our Conſtitu- 
tion were ſhamefully violated ; and that 
the King and his Miniſters were aſpiring 
after abſolute Monarchy. To rectify theie 
miſtaken opinions concerning our Govern- 
ment, is the deſign of the following pages. 
In order to which, I ſhall, 1, Conſider 
the Civil and Religious advantages, and 
the happineſs we enjoy under the Britiſh 
Government. 
 2dly, Our duty as Chriſtians, living un- 
der that State, by which our Religious 
Rights are eſtabliſhed and ſecured. ' 
a Lth, The dreadful and deſtructive con- 
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ſequences of a National Revolution. 
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On the K dur and Civi Advantages, and the great 
= Happineſs which all enjoy under the Britiſh Govern- 


Ly DS 4 


Can $264 S6$.99S 
+ 
. . 


| Ti AT Government is the inſtitution of 
God, and deſigned by him to promote the 
order and 2 his N ſyſtem, 
appears not only from the ſacred writings, 
hut alſo from that harmony which is diſ- 
cernable through, the whole animal crea- 
tion. Were all truly to cultivate and exer- 
eiſe the great principles of juſtice, humani- 
9, and compaſſion, and to diveſt them- 
elves of ſelfiſh conſiderations, then human 
Government would be leis neceſſary. But - 
experience, and the actions of men, prove 
the contrary. As ſoon as men began to in- 
- creaſe, and to enter into new relations and 
© duties, their intereſts interfered with each 
” other, and produced theſe injuries, and 
| ads of violence, which inſtantly increaſed 
and prevailed in the earth. The weak were 
oppreſſed by the more powerful; the gene- 
rous by the ſelfiſh ; the merciful by the un- 
— > and the ſincere by the deceitful. 
What a ſcene of tumult and cruelty this 
earth would be, without Government, ap- 
pears from what it is, even where a well- 


regulated 
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regulated Government is eſtabliſhed. How 
many in this Nation, where the beſt of laws 
are inſtituted for the ſuppreſſion of vice, 
and the promotion of virtue, act in defiance 
to ſuch inſtitutions. They are lawleſs and 
diſobedient, oppreſs others, deprive them 
of their property by fraud and injuſtice, 
while many ain their hands with human 
blood. Numbers, inſtead of cultivating 
theſe generous and benevolent diſpoſitions, 
which are the glory of human nature, not 
only rejoice in the ſorrows of others, but 
perhaps do what . they can to increaſe 
them. 
The malicious delight in calumny ; the 
avaritious in taking the advantage ; and 
the unfeeling in acts of ſeverity. Theſe re- 
lative ſituations, originally intended for the 
Joy and happineſs of men, in conſequence 
of their ill governed paſſions, are but too 
often made the ſources of human woe. 
Theſe are melancholy proofs of the depra- 
vity of the heart; yet they are as true, as 
they are melancholy. The deſign of 
Government is to rectify the evil propen- 
ſities of the ſoul; to prevent men Fo 
wicked and unlawful actions; to protect 
the weak and injured, and puniſh the 
_ guilty. As this was the firſt and great de- 
Non of Government, certainly all but the 
vicious, and ſuch as with to live without 
any reſtraiat, muſt be convinced of its ab- 
ſolute neceſſity, and-thankful for the many 
bleſſings which from it reſult. Human 
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ligent e and have not they the ſame 


facultics..of. ſoul with thoſe who are more 
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Have they not a ſenſe of right and 


| prong? Are they not deſirous of temporal 
ap 


pincis, and will they not adhere to that 
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lem, by which they believe, that it is 


molt likely to be obtained? Now nature 
ir happineſs will be 
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more laſting and ſecure, when the ſupreme 
power is committed to one or a few, than 
when it is in the hands of the multitudes 
J preſume, that it is a maxim founded upon 
natural principles, that a greater number 
of perſons are more liable to divide in 
their ſentiments and opinions, and conſe- 
quently, are more liable to ſtrife and con- 
tention, than a leſſer number. This is net 
only a maxim of nature, but alſo of expe- 
rience. The bleſſings which flow - from 
the reſtricted Monarchial Government of 
Great Britain, have been fo fully deſcribed 
by writers of years, experience, and abili- 
ties, that it is not neceflary for me to enter 
into any minute conſideration of them. 
So long as the preſent Government re- 
mains, theſe bleſſings ſhall be enjoyed - but 
ſhould it ever be overturned, miſe and 
wretchedneſs, - will pervade this pleaſant 
Ifle. 'Our preſent Government, from its 
very nature, directly tends to the comfort 
and cafe of its ſubjects. With it no other 
Government on earth can be compared. 
Here the ſubject is free and enjoys undif- 
turbed, all his rights and immunities. 
Here he is not overawed by arbitrary 
power into actions ſubverſive of his intereſt, 
nor is the Sovereign's will his law. Here 
the ſupreme power is not only confined by 
laws juſt and equitable, but by a nobler re- 
ſtraint, a willing clemeney, and Juſtice. 

This ſecurity ariſes from our glorious and 
happy Conſtitution, and from the = 
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| _ of theſe hands to which the executive 
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 Uberty a is, the property ot the | 
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being impartial, re not the ſituations 
pf — But, Oe rept, who know the 
laws. of this Country,' muſt acknowledge 
their ſuperior excellency ; yet the diſcon- 
tented, who are reſolved right or wrong to 
quarrel, ſay, that they are partially adminiſ- 
tered. When they will reaſon, did we ever 
ſee the gain a cauſe in oppoſition to 
the rich? But we may aſk theſe perſons, 
When did they ever find that the poor were 
wronged, when their cauſe was brought to 
a proper trial, and fully proved to be juſt. 
In this Nation all may attend to their 
daily and neceſſary labours without being 
either moleſted or interrupted by Govern- 
ment. Theſe they are not obliged to re- 
ſign at the arbitrary pleaſure of the King: 
for ſuch a ſacrifice he has no power to de- 
mand, unleſs in times of abſolute neceſſity 
and extremity; and then fuch a demand is 
altogether reaſonable; and ſuch a ſacrifice 
then becomes à duty. Here we enjoy the 
Righeſt religious liberty. All are not obli- 
ged to attend only the eſtabliſhed Church, 
either in this or in the other part of the 
united Kingdom; but they are allowed to 
worlthip where and how they pleaſe, This 
1s a privilege,” of which our fathers were 
deprived, and which they would have 
highly valued. ' Little more than one cen- 
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tury can tell the ſad ſufferings: to which 
they were expoſed,” becauſe of conſcience; 
but now | the voice of perſecution is not 
heard. Happy would it be if the two dif- 
ferent Eſtabliſhments, and the various ſec- 
taries in both, would diſcover the ſame af- 
fection and tolerant diſpoſitions for each 
other, Which our mild, and much to be 
valued Government, exhibits to all its 
ſubjects. Were they to drop their vain 
diſtinctions, and act like true Chriſtians, 
this would deſtroy that hateful and envious 
ſpirit which too often interrupts the more 
amiable ſpirit of love. In Britain, the 
wants and neceſſities of the poor are not 
neglected by the great and the wealthy. 
This, I hope, none among us will deny; 
for to do this would be contradicting a 
fact altogether notorious. The attention 
which has been ſhown. to theſe perſons 
during the high price of all proviſions, 
hath been ſuch as muſt afford pleaſure. to 
every tender and feeling breaſt. By this, 
the rich hath given them a moſt convincing 
proof, that, inſtead of wiſhing to involve 
them in miſery and oppreſſion, they are 
deſirous to do every thing, that may add 
to their eaſe and happineſs. This ſhould 
make the poor ſhut their ears againſt all 
falſe and deſigning inſinuations. + . 
But, notwithſtanding all the liberty and 
happpineſs enjoyed in this Kingdom, thoſe 
among us who wiſh for its fall, and the 
.cſtablithment of that ſyſtem which tl 
Is en 
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to deceive others, by reprefenting our 
Government as the great cauſe of all their 
wants and ſufferings. Though France 
faſt declared war againſt Britain, and in- 
vaded the territories of the Stadtholder, 
whom this Nation was bound by a ſolemn 
agreement to aſſiſt and defend; yet theſe 
perſons ſay, that we firſt made the declara- 
tion of war, or at leaſt, provoked the 
French to declare war againſt us, and that 
without any reaſon, but only to reſtore 

the old deſpotic Monarchy. Thoſe who 
feel, as men ought to feel, cannot delight 
in war and blood, nor in beholding a hu- 
man being languiſning under pain, even 
for one moment. Inſtead of this, it will 
be their ſincere defire, that peace to the end 
may every where maintain her happy 
dominion. But when we are — 1 


Nation, to enter into war, which was 
certainly our ſtate at the commence- 
ment of the preſent war, thoſe are un- 
- worthy of the name and privileges of 
Britiſn ſubjects, who aſperfe adminiſtration 
for doing what was unavoidable; or who, 

inſtead of wiſhing for all ſucceſs and 
victory to our Fleets and Armies, with that 
both may be conquered by their enemies. 
But it hath been ſaid, that the National 
Convention ſhewed their great reluctance 
to be at war with Britain, by ſending an 
Ambaſſador to accomodate matters, and uſe 


2 every 


every entreaty to prevent hoſtilities.” But 
was their doing this conſiſtent with their 
declaration of war, and invading Holland? 
The French knew, that the Stadtholder 
was our Ally, and that we were bound to 
ſupport and defend him, from the attacks 
and encroachments of all his enemies. 
Had they, therefore, been ſincere. in their 
withes for peace with this Nation, they 
would not — invaded his dominions, 
nor done any thing that could have excit- 
ed him to reſiſtance ; for their doing this, 
was the certain way to make Britain their 
enemy, and was the moſt. poſitive proof, 
that they were unfriendly. to our Kings 
dom; were determined to deſtroy our 
Sovernment, and to eſtabliſh their own 
ruinous ſyſtem. All who know the nature 
of ſolemn treaties, or who have proper 
ſentiments of religion and truth, muſt ac- 
knowledge, that an agreement between 
two Nations, to aſſiſt and defend each 
other, is as ſacred and binding, as that 
between individuals. In conſequence of 
this, the moment that the French medita - 
ted the invaſion of the Stadtholder's do- 
minions,. the - Britith Government was 
bound to prepare, and as ſoon as he was 
attacked, to ſtand forth in his defence. 
Nations ought to be particularly careful 
not to enter into unneceſſary and impro- 
pes treaties or compacts, or, ſuch as may 
e contrary to the general good; but even 
when they enter into theſe defenſive trea - 
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ties, they are bound by the righteous laws 
of Heaven to fulfil them. and that at the 
loſs of life and property. But it hath been 
ſaid, that the French were invited into 
Holland by the Dutch, who, inſtead of 
ſoliciting the aſſiſtance of Britain, were its 
enemies. Though the Dutch, as appears 
from their hiſtory, ought to have ſupported 
and protected the Houſe of Orange, as to 
that family they were principally indebted 
for their liberty, wealth, and power; yet 
many of them ungratefully became the in- 
veterate oppoſers of that family, and were 
reſolved to have no ſuch perſon, as a Stadt- 
holder among them. Such were ſoon in- 
toxicated with liberty and equality, and 
the new ſyſtem of France. Then, they 
thought, was the happy time for the exe- 
cution of their deſign, and the accompliſh- 
ment of their defire. To France they ap 
plied. Nor did they apply in vain. The 
Convention having renounced Religion, 
and the obſervance of all its inſtitutions, 
who conſidered death as an eternal ſleep, 
could not be overawed by any regard to 
their poſitive declaration and law ; namely, 
that they would only a& in the defenſive, 
and would never interfere in the internal 
Government of Kingdoms. Unmindful of 
this, and wiſhing to humble Britain, or, 
as they called it, proud Carthage, and alſo 
to gratify their own ambitious deſigns, by 
* deſtroying every thing that had the leaſt 
Tieſemblance to royal authority, they or- 


dered 
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- dered the Scheldt to be opened; which they 
knew would pel the Stadtholder to 
war, and alſo. tis Ally, Britain. It hath. 
alſo been ſaid, by thoſe who have falſely 
conſidered this war on the part of this 
Kingdom as altogether unjuſt and un- 
neceſſary, that it was ſoon. enough for 
Britain to have ſent troops into Holland, 
when theſe were demanded by the Stadt- 
holder. But this is either the language of 
ignorance, or the moſt obdurate prejudice. 
There is no doubt, but the Stadtholder, 
from the time he found himſelf in danger, 
both expected and demanded the ſtipulated 
number of Britiſh troops. But ſuppoſing 
that no ſuch demand had been made, did 
not our Government know the nature of 
its agreement with him, and conſequently 
what was its duty? If two men were ſo 
lemnly to bind themſelves to aſſiſt and 
defend each other, could we ſay that the 
one performed his part of the engagement, 
who ſtood: at a diſtance till he ſaw the 
other actually attacked, and for want of 
his aid, totally overcome. Ought he not 
rather, according to his promiſe, to have 
ruſhed forth Fay defence, as ſoon as he 
ſaw him in any danger, or from the time 
he was threatened? To make war upon 
any Kingdom in Europe, that Britain is 
ſolemnly bound to aſſiſt and defend, is the 
very ſame as to make war upon Britain; 
if, therefore, the French had not been 
determined, and paKicularly deſirous to 
OR e involve 


15 * 


involve this Ses in che gar, (dotwith⸗ 
ſtanding all that their frühs may ſay in 
their vindication, ) they Would Tots have 
invaded Holland ; for Shichever the Stadt- 
holder was attacked, from a deſign to de- 
prive him of his territory, place, or power, 
whether by the Government of France, the 
Emperor of China, or Morocco, or any 
other enemy, Britain was under a rel ious 
and ſolemn neceſſity to aſſiſt him. From 
this it fully appears, that if we will re- 
nounce our prejudices, and ſpeak accord- 
uns 4 to the plein dictates of truth and com- 
juſtice, we will confeſs, that the 
Frenel notwithſtanding all their deceitful 
pretenſions, were reſolved by all means to 
be at war with us, and that our Govern- 
ment was neither the cauſe of the war, nor 
(he fort. aggreſſor. 21 00 
The new and neceſſary taxes have alſo 
geen a cauſe of much co lainin and re- 
I among the difaffected. To excite 
ons more fully to this, it hath 
— Agende, that the poor are particularly 
oppre reſſed by taxation, while from this the 
| are greatly exempted. Though the 
15 ſe nature of this afſertion muſt appear 
to all but the unfriendly to Government, 
and the prejudiced, yet the belief of it is 
but too prevalent. 
To ſhow, that this is ogucticr falſe, it - 
is only neceſſary to obſerve, that from the 
3 p of the war to the preſent time, 
ath been the great care and ſtudy - 
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the Miniſter, to avoid, as much as poſſible, 
taxing any of the neceſſaries of life, or the 
food and clothing of the poor. If his e- 
nemies will only ſpeak the truth, this they 
muſt acknowledge. The luxuries of life, 
and not its neceſſaries, have been the great 
objects of taxation. The luxuries of life 
ſurpaſs the reach of the poor, for they can 
only be obtained by the rich; and, there- 
fore, the rich are the perſons upon whom 
the taxes particularly fall. It muſt be al- 
lowed, that a few articles neceſſary for the 
pon or without which they could not 
live ſo comfortably, are taxed, but their 
neceſlary conſumption of theſe is ſo imall, 
that the burden of ſuch taxes by them can 
hardly be felt. But was this burden much 
greater than what it is, yet theſe perſons 
ave no Juſt cauſe of complaint. They 
enjoy the bleſſings and privileges of being 
Britiſh ſubjects, as well as others, and con- 
lequently, are as much bound by the laws 
of God, and of righteouſneis, to contribute 
to the good and ſupport of this Govern- 
ment, in proportien to their circumftances, 
as the rich and wealthy. Before the paſ- 
ſing of the two bills, the one for the ſafety 
of his Majeſty's perſon, and the other for 
preventing ſeditious meetings or aſſemblies, 
the Oppoſition in Parliament, and the dij- 
affected through the country. tried every 
Way to create among the people, a new 
_ ferment, and to make them more diſcon- 
. tented, clamorous, and tumaltuous, _— 
29 | what - 
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w hat they had formerly been. Though the 
paſling of theſe bills was a matter of ab- 
' tolute neceſſity, upon which the liberty, 
peace, and happineſs, of the Kingdom, de- 
3 yet more were taught to believe, 
at the moment they paſſed into a law, li- 
berty would be no more. None that had the 
intereſt of this country, and the good of 
its inhabitants at heart, could think, with- 
out ſorrow and emotion, of the various 
means which were then uſed, to impoſe 
upon the thoughtleſs and ill informed, and 
to lead them to acts of violence and rebel- 
lion. We have all the higheſt reaſon to 
rejoice, that, by an all interpoſing Pro- 
vidence, and the wiſdom of our Rulers, the 
intentions of theſe perſons have as yet been 
rendered abortive, and we ſtill enjoy do- 
meſtic tranquillity. Can any prove, that 
the ſubjects of Britain have ſuſtained or 
ſuffered any real loſs of their liberty, by the 
paſſing of theſe bills? Such as affirm that 
they have, certainly know not what they 
__ affirm, and ſpeak of an evil that hath no 
exiſtence. The lives, the perſons, and the 
poſſeſſions of the people, are as ſafe, (and 1 
will add what I earneſtly wiſh all to be- 
Heve,) are much more ſafe than what they 
formerly were. Had not thele bills paſſed 
into a law, ſad and dreadful might have 
been the conſequences. Had the leaders 
of theſe ſeditious aſſemblies, been (till per- 
. mitted to diſſeminate their baſe and revo- 
Jutionary principles, by them the 2 
21 ed 
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ed multitude in time might have been in- 
flamed, to ſuch a degree, as to riſe up 
againſt the Government; and then there 
would have been an end to liberty, life, 
and happineſs. Ye ſubjects of Britain, be- 
ware of the infinuating whitpers of deſign- 
ing men: When they tell you, that, in- 
conſequence of theſe bills being paſſed 
into a law, you have loſt your liberty, 
believe them not: Tell them that you 
find it ſtill the ſame: That ſuch a. law 
was not made againſt orderly and peace- 
able ſubjects, but againſt the diforder- 
ly and lawleſs, who were deviſing how 
they might turn order into confuſion, 
and accomphlith Britain's fall. Tell them, 
that you are convinced of the neceſſity and 
utility of preventing 1ych unconſtitutional 
meetings; for if theſe are not prevented, 
this- Kingdom, like France, might ſoon 
diſplay a ſcene of horror, conflict and 
death. 3 799 
None can properly conſider the many 
bleſſings which we in this Iſland enjoy, 
without highly extolling them, and our 
ſituations, ' Concerning us, it may juſtly 
be ſaid, what people on earth are ſo great, 
1o wile, and happy ? While other Nations 
are ſighing under arbitrary power, from 
this we are free, While many are doom- 
ed to poverty, we enjoy the bleſſings of 
plenty. Our paſtures are clothed with 
flocks; our valleys allo are covered over 
with corn; they thout for joy, they alſo 
ME | ſing. 


FO S 9 ö r * NAY * * A * — "EY N K N * 20 : , 
* 2 9 * * Nr * n N IS F * «i PAID L 9 ? 2 8 
a 
- * 4 * 12 : * 
9 - % 4 
1 0 
4 N — 
» 
Ss % 


- 


„While, in other Nations, the ſavage 
barbarous may often take away the 
lie and property of others, without either 
trial or judgment, none here can, without 
puniſhment, deprive any of theſe. While 
in other Nations, numbers are deprived. of 
many of their juſt privileges, becauſe of 
their religious opinions, we are all al- 
lowed without any reſtriction to worſhip 
the God of Heaven, according to the dic- 
tates of our own minds. Say, ye Britons, 
where is ſuch unequalled happineſs to be 
found? The boaſted plains, independence, 
. Government of America, cannot yield 

it; nor does it flouriſh on the bloody re- 
publican ſhores of France. Why then are 
you inſenſible of this? And why have ye re- 
nounced that ſtrong love to your Govern- 
ment, which animated the breaſts of your 


Fathers? Could their duſt now rend the 


dwellings of mortality, and reſume theſe 
bodies in which they once 440 earth ap- 
ed? Were their departed ſpirits again 
ute into them, with what aſtorſh- 
ment would your drlloyalty fill them? 
Might they not addreſs you in ſome ſuch 
words as theſe : Inconſiderate perſons, Why 
hath ſuch deluſion pervaded your fouls ? 
_ You complain, but your complaints are 
founded: You ſay, that you are op- 
Preſſed, but where is this oppreſſion, or in 
_ what does it conſiſt? It is only imaginary, 
for real it is not. Your ſituation is greatly 
ſuperior to ours, while numbered among 
5,” . wal | the 
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the living. Renounce, therefore, your 
falſe prejudices, and expreſs your gratitude 
and contentment, not only in acts of praiſe 
to your Divine and Almighty Governor, 
but alſo by cultivating a ſpirit of true 
loyalty to your earthly Sovereign, under 
whoſe reign you are ſo highly favoured 
above every other Nation. 
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So much were many of the Heathen 
Philoſophers convinced of the great ad- 
Vantages which men derive from civil 
Government, that they not only repreſented 
its neceſſity, but alſo taught their followers 
to be ſubject to it, and ſhowed them the 
powerful obligations under which they 


were to aid and ſupport it. Without 


Government,” ſays Cicero, neither houſe, 
nor city, nation, nor mankind, nor nature, 
nor the world itſelf, could ſubſiſt.“ As 
Chriſtian ſubjects, it is our duty to pray 
that the life of our King may be long and 
happy, and that his 9 i 

Proſperous and ſucceſsful. We ſhould 
allo wiſh that the counſels and deſigns 
of his enemies, whether foreign or domeſ- 


tic, may all be overturned, and brought to 


nothing. We muſt alſo pray for the hap- 
pineſs and 2 of thoſe who aſſiſt him 
in his adminiſtration. To theſe pray ers 
for the welfare of our Government, we 
muſt add our own exertions for its ſupport 


and 
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and continuance. From the Old Teſta- 
ment, we learn, that the Jews were parti- 
cularly commanded by their prophets and 
religious teachers, to pray for Kings, even 
for thoſe Kings who were ſtrangers and 
aliens to the Commonwealth of Iſrael, and 
that at the very time they were oppreſſed 
by them, being their ſlaves and captives. 
The Jewiſh Hiltorian informs us, that they 
offered up prayers for the Kings of Perſia, 
and the ſucceſs of their Government, 
which fully appears from the ſacred 
writings, where it is fully declared, that 
they were not only to offer up ſacrifices of 
ſweet ſavour to the God of Heaven, but 
were alſo to pray for the life of the King. 
Jeremiah, alſo, particularly under the di- 
rection of the unerring Spirit, enjoins them, 
during the time of their captivity, to pra 
for the peace of the city, whither God had 
cauſed them to be carried captive. I ſhall 
here mention the ſtriking command of 
one of their prieſts, which I have read: 
Pray,“ ſaid he to them, © for the peace of 
the Kingdom; for if men were not afraid 
of the civil authority, every one would 
devour” his neighbour alive.“ The 
Jews, who were captives in Babylon, ſent 
to thoſe in Judea, to pray for the life of 
the Babylonian King, and for the life of 
his ſon, „That their days might be upon 
the earth as the days of heaven.“ When 
the Jews became ſubjects to the Kings of 
12 TP | Hm Egypt, 
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Egypt, Eleazar, their high Prieſt, wrote to 
Ptolemy, their King, to inform him, that 
they conſtantly offered up  facrifices for 
him and his friends; that they prayed that 
he might be proſperous in all things, and 
reign over loyal and peaceable ſubjects. 
This they alſo did under the Roman Go- 
vernment, till that fatal rebellion. which 
ended in the deſtruction of their city, na- 
tion, and temple. It is here worthy of 
our attention, that Joſephus informs us, 
that that war which produced their ruin, 
was occaſioned by a number of ſeditious 
er: who rejected the ſacrifices offered 
for Cæſar, though their prieſts and nobles 
earneſtly requeſted that theſe might be con- 
tinued, and that they ſhould not depart 
from that cuſtom concerning their rulers 
which had always prevailed among them. 
But from that they departed, and for that 
they were puniſhed. Though their con- 
tempt of the Saviour, and the manner in 
Which they treated him, was the principal 
cauſe of theſe many and ſevere judgments 
Which were then inflicted upon them, yet 
their refuſing to pray for Czfar was the 
beginning of that war which involved them 
in miſery. Till the Jews became infatu - 
ated and unmindful of their temporal hap- 
pineſs, they were very ſenſible of the bleſ- 
lings which they enjoyed in conſequence of 
| Government, and becauſe of theſe, were 
convinced, that loyalty and obedience 
= were their duty. 28 | 
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The words of inſpiration aſſure us, that, 
when there was no King or ſupreme Ruler 
in Iſrael, every man did that which was 
right in his own cyes. Then they com- 
mitted crimes without puniſhment ; they 
departed from the worſhip of the true 
God, of whoſe bounty they had ſo liberally 
received, and proftrated themfelves before 
idols. Then they not only neglected the 
duties of religion, but likewiſe all theſe 
dutics which, as a nation and people, they 
were bound to perform to each other. 


The Jews were commanded not to curſe 


curſing the King, we are properly to un- 
derſtand our ſpeaking irreverently of 
Kings, or deſigning and withing evil 

againſt their . — or Government. We 
are to reverence and obey our earthly 
Kings, becauſe they are thoſe whom God 
in his providence hath appointed to rule 
over us for good. As the Jews were com- 
manded to be obedient to thoſe Kings un- 
der whoſe Government they lived, and 'to 
pray for their happineſs, all who believe 
in the New Teſtament, muſt be convinced, 
that it more fully recommends this duty, 
and particularly enjoins its performance 
upon all who profeſs Chriſtianity. So 
much were the primitive Chriſtians con- 
vinced that this was the will of Chriſt, and 
a neceffary part of their duty, that they 
never ne locked it, even in times of their 
9 and perſecutions. rang; 
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they were the ſubjects of the Saviour's 
Kingdom, yet, being the ſubjects of a 
heathen' Government, they knew that, by 
the freedom of the Goſpel, they were not 
exempted from being ſubject to that 
Government under which they lived. 
Chriſtianity was never intended to free 
men from all moral and civil obligations. 
Thoſe who think ſo, have totally miſtaken 
its nature, which is not to weaken, but to 
ſtrengthen ſuch obligations. Jeſus, the 
Author and Founder of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, gave the higheſt and moſt undenia- 
ble proofs of his ſubjection and obedience 
to earthhy Kings; for, though he was the 
Governor of all Nations, and the Proprie- 

= or of the Univerſe, yet he did not refuſe 
to pay tribute, but willingly complied with 

the demand; and to ſhow his followers 
that this was their duty, he ſays, Render 
to Cæſar the things that belong to Cæſar,“ 
or Which you ought to give him as Su- 
preme Ruler of the people. How does 
this condemn thoſe among us who refuſe 

to pay the taxes with their own hands; 
becauſe they ſay his Majeſty is not a co- 
venanted King. Was Cæſar, to whom 
the Saviour paid tribute, a covenanted 
King? Or is the imitation of his example 
no part of his religion. Let ſuch perſons 
attend to the words of the Apoſtle John, 
He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought 
to walk even as he walked.” What the 
Saviour did at that time, he did from a 
8 « pure. 
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pure principle; for in him there was no 
guile; neither was fraud found in his 
mouth. Happy would it be for the pro- 
feſſors of his religion, if they were in- 
fluenced by the ſame principle; this worn 
make them ornaments to ſociety, and 
and orderly ſubjects. The Apoſtles 5 Je- 
ſus, not only commanded Chriſtians to be 
ſubject and loyal to their earthly Govern- 
ment, but, like their Saviour, have taught 
them this by their own example. None 
of the Apoſtles, or primitive Chriſtians, 
were ever perſecuted or put to death for 
treaſonable actions, or for promoting ſedi- 
tion and a difloyal ſpirit among men. 
They ſuffered the greateſt cruelties from 
Heathen Powers, for teaching a religion, 
which, of all others, moſt recommends and 
requires ſubmiſſion and attachment from 
men to that Government, of which they 
are the ſubjects. When Tertullus accuſed 
Paul as a peſtilent fellow, and a mover of 
ſedition among the Jews, that Apoſtle, and 
preacher of order and. ſubordination,” in- 
inſtantly, denied the charge.“ They,“ 
laid he, “ neither found me in the temple 
diſputing with any man, neither raiſing up 
the people.“ The Apoſtle was convinced 
that ſedition is a great crime, and juſtly 
deſerves puniſhment. Sedition has the 
ſame effect in a ſtate, that diviſions have in 
the Church. As by-religious diviſions, the 
and unity of a Church are deſtroyed; 
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. of a Nation are interrupted, and often 
The Apoſtle was in all reſpects free 
from ſedition. He never oppoſed carthly 
3 either by plots, words, or actions. 
nſtead of ſtirring up the * he taught 
them to be quiet and peaceable. Let,“ 
ſays he, every ſoul be ſubject to the high- 
er powers. For there is no power but of 
God: the powers that be are ordained of 
God. Whoſoever, therefore, reſiſteth the 


| M power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God; 


and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to 
themſelves damnation.” To Titus, he 
ſays, Put the people in mind to be ſub- 
ject to-principalities and powers, and to obey 
magiſtrates.” He exhorts the Romans to 
render to all their dues: Tribute to 
whom tribute is due; cuſtom to whom 
cuſtom; fear to whom fear; honour to 
whom honour.” This injunction implies 
a twofold duty to our earthly Princes and 
Governors, namely, ſupport and reverence. 
As Chriſtians, we are to ſupport our Rulers, 
by paying them tribute and cuſtom ; and 
this we are to do, becauſe our King, as the 
Apoſtle” declares in the preceeding part of 
the chapter, is the miniſter of God to us 
for good. He is an inſtrument under the 
Supreme King and Lawgiver, to preſerve 
and protect our religious and civil rights 
And privileges. Tribute and cuſtom com- 
pPrehend all legal and neceſſary taxes. 

Theſe are not gifts, but juſt debts which 
oe woe 
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n 
we owe to Kings, in 5 


ce of that 


great expence which they may incur for 


our welfare and — Theſe, by the 
command of God, we are to pay with a 
cheerful and willing mind; and 7S we re- 
fuſe to pay them, — are guilty of ſin and 
injuſtice. To deprive our King of that 
which belongs to him, is as great a ſin as 
to rob our father, although we have reaſon 
to fear that too few think that it is. By 
this precept, every ſubject is bound to con- 
tribute his juſt and lawful proportion to 
the ſupport of that Government, by which 
he enj + 7 the what he poſſeſſes. He is 
not to Luffer his Kingdom to fall for want 
of ſupplies, or leave it to be defended by 
unequal and immoderate taxations upon 
others. As Chriſtians, we are alſo in tlieſe 
words commanded to render fear to whom 
fear, and honour to whom honour. Fear 
is expreſſive of inward reverence, while 
| honour. denotes outward refpe&t. We 
muſt reverence the King in our hearts, be- 
cauſe of that power and authority with 
which he is inveſted, We mult (how him 
all outward reſpect, becauſe of the dignity 
of his office as Ruler of the people. It 
may not be improper here to obſerve, that 
the Apoſtle in this way repreſents the 
rights of Kings, and the duties of all their 
ſubjects, —— many of the Jews at that 
time were enemies to all civil Government. 
They fooliſhly ſuppoſed themſelves to be 
the only N of God, and that they 
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were not to acknowledge any other as their 


Lord and Governor, except thoſe who 


thould be immediately choſen and appoin- 
ted by him. The Apoſtle, that he might 
ſhow to all Chriſtians at Rome, how op- 
e this was to the dictates of the Goſ- 
| pel, and that ſuch a ſuppoſition was totally 
falſe and pernicious, gives them this ex- 
hortation, which ought to convince all who 
read it, and believe in the Saviour's reli- 
gion, that the _—_ n of Chriſtianity is not 
only to make men holy, virtuous, and hap- 
PYs hat: alſo to make them loyal and obe- 
dient ſubjects. How do the — and 
words — Chriſt and his Apoſtles coadema 
thoſe among us, who, ET of obeying 
theſe; poſitive and binding commands, 
rather propagate among the people a-tpirit 
of diſcontent and difaffection? What the 
Apoſtles did, their immediate ſucceſſors in 
the Church did alſo. One of the early 
apologiſts finiſhes his addreſs. to the Em- 
peror of Rome in theſe words: Who 
may more reaſonable expect to be heard 
than we, who pray for the happineſs of 
our Government, that your dominion may 
be. extended, and that all your under- 
takings may proſper.“ The following 
allo are the words of Tertullian, „ITbey 
that think that we Chriſtians, are not ſoli- 
tious about the ſafety of Princes: Let them 
look into the commands of God recorded 


in our Scriptures, which we freely expoſe. 


io "= view of all; there hang will find that 
| ; we 


neſs of dur very enemies and perſecutors 


And who are ſo much ſo as they? namely, 
the Emperors. And yet we are com- 
manded to pray for Kings, for Princes, 
and all in authority, that the ſtate of things 
may be quiet and peaceable.” In another 
part, he ſays, We pray for the Emperors 
and Miniſters of State, for the proſperity 
of the age, for the quietneſs of affairs, for 
the continuance of their lives and Govern- 
ment; that God would give them a long 
life, a ſecure reign, an undiſturbed houſe, 


werful armies, faithful ſenators, honeſt 


ſubjects, a quiet people, and, indeed, every 
thing they can wiſh for, either as men or 
Emperors.” When Celſus oppoſed tbe 
Chriſtians, and declared that they refuſed 

to help the Emperors in their wars, Origen 
informed him, that they did certainly help 
and aſſiſt the Emperors in theſe, and that, 
more by divine, than human weapons, 
even by their prayers. Chryſoſtom de- 


clares, that this was the conſtant practice 
of the whole Church in his time, and for by 


the truth of it, appeals to all the Commu- 
nicants, who knew how that every day, 
both at evening and morning, they did 
make ſupplication for all the world, and 
for the Emperor and for all that were in 
authority. r ee 38 
Wa of the preſent generation, are not 
only bound by the great command of God, 
the command and example of Chriſt, and 


E his 2 


then our Jeruſ 


s to our King. 
ible exertions to ſupport 
and maintain his Govern „but our 
ation to this will alſo appear, from 
lowing conſiderations. Our Govern- 
ment, as hath been formerly obſerved, is 
the cauſe of that ſafety and tranquillity 
Which we enjoy. It is Government that 
reſtrains the furious paſſions and evil de- 
-fires of men. Did we all act as we ought 
to do, or did we properly regulate our 
paſſions, then there would be no leading 
into captivity, and no complaining in our 
ſtreets; then wars would ceaſe in all the 
earth ʒ the bow would be broken; the fpear 
rent aſunder; and the chariots burnt in the 
fire. If the everlaſting and unalterable 
laws of equity, humanity, and truth, were 
umverſally and conſtantly; obeyed; if all 
the diſpoſitions and actions of men were 
- conſiſtent with the will of God; or if there 
was the ſame agreement in the moral 
world, that is to be found in the natural, 
alem on earth would be like 


hu Apoſtles, 
faithful and loy 
and to uſe all 


that in heaven, a city that is at unity with 
itſelf. But ſuch an exalted ſtate of bliſs is 
nat here enjoyed. Inſtead of conſidering 


- * ourſelves as citizens of the world, and af- 


piring after right feelings and tempers, we 
ave corrupted and perverted the princi- 
ples of our creation, and too frequently 
 _  occahon and increaſe the woes of others. 
Dao we enjoy tranquillity; are the ſons of 


violence 


” 1-0-4 e 
violence and cruelty controlled; or the 
hands of oppreſſors bound ? This is the 
effect of our Government, and of theſe 
laws which it hath inſtituted. Without 
Government, the beſt title and prope! 
would be of little conſequence; 2 t 
we could only then retain by a ſuperiot 
ſtrength. To ſuch. a ſituation our Saviour's 
words would be very juſtly, applied 

« When a ſtrong man armed keepeth his 

palace, his — peace; but when 
a ſtronger than he ſhall come upon him, 
and overcome him, he taketh from him all 
his armour wherein he truſted, and divid- 
eth his ſpoils.” Then ſtrength weuld be 
made the law of juſtice, and the more 
powerful would enjoy the greateſt earthly 
poſſeſſions. Such, according to the words 
in the Book of Wiſdom, would ſay, Let 
us oppreis the poor righteous man; let ug 
not ſpare: the widow; nor reverence the 
ancient grey hairs of the aged; let our 
ſtrength be the law of juſtice; for that 
which is feeble, is found to be nothing 
worth. In conſequence of Government, 
what we now acquire by honeſt diligence 
and induſtry, cannot, without puniſhment, 
be taken away from us by others. Our 
lives and liberties, with all that we have, 
are owing to our Government, the conſi- 
deration of which ſhould make us true and 
loyal ſubjects. As the conſideration of our 
worldly intereſt and preſent peace, ſhould 
make us loyal to our King and Conſtitů- 
i | tion; 


. 
=, . 


we enjoy, thould more powerfully influ- 
| enee us to this. Chriſtians, in this King- 


free exereiſe of that religion 


dom, ' ought to deſire the happineſs and 
- eontinuance'of the Government, not only 
that they may ſtill have their earthly plea- 


de end bleflings, but allo, that being by 
it preſerved from the hands of their ene- 


mies, they may ſerve God without fear, in 


righteouſneſs and holineſs, all the days of 


their life. It is a matter of great concern 
_ and regret, that the religion of thouſands 
_ conſiſts only in ſpeculation. They have a 
form of -godlinets, while they are without 
_ Its power. Such we may find regular in 
the external acts of devotion, while their 


© Fouls are agitated by baſe, ſelfiſh, and hate- 
fol paſfions. Their ſeveral tranſactions 


and behaviour to others, are affecting 
proofs, that in their hearts the benevolent 

scepts of” Chriſtianity do not” reign. 
| * hat they are without the kind, the meek, 
and merciful temper of Jeſus, and there- 
re are none of his. Some of theſe per- 


obtain popular applauſe,” while others may 


do this to accompliſn ſome ſelfiſh and 


'mercenary' end. Such as act from theſe 
motives, will eaſily and pleaſantly ſacrifice 
religion to their own temporal intereſt, 
and will only adhere to its dictates, when 
they think that their doing this will pro- 


moe it. Very different are the principles 


= of che truly religious, who feel its power 
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and importance upon ee hearts. They 
will value it above all tranſitory ſtores, and 
even above life. Their love for religion 


_ will inſpire them with 4 ſineere love for 


that Government, by which it is ſupported 
and promoted. There was a time, when the 
Rulers of the earth, united to er reſs 
the Saviour's religion, and cruelly perſecu- 
ted all its Prefees: but none of us are 
now ſuffers, becauſe we believe in the great 
doctrines of the Goſpel. - Our :Govern- 
—— both tolerates and ſupports the pure 
gion of Jeſus, a circumſtance which. 
ult highly recommend it to the eſteem 
— affection of all who love the Saviour 
in fincerity. Thoſe Rulers, for whom the 
primitive Chriſtians were commanded to 
pray, and whoſe Government they were 
commanded to ſupport, did not profeſs the 
Chriſtian e bar our King is a pro- 
feſſor, and defender of it. By his regular 
attendance upon jts inſtitutions, he ex- 
hibits an example well entitled to the imi- 
tation of all his ſubſeẽts. It muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that our Foil: climate, and fruits, 
are inferior to ſome other parts of the 
earth; but as to the juſtice of our Govern- 
ent, the clemency of its laws, and its at- 
tention to. religion, we ſtand firſt amon 
the Nations. In ſome places of the world, 
we will find ignorance and poverty blen- 
ded together; bodies without clothing, and 
ſouls devoid of knowledge. But with us, 
knowledge and plenty, the free exerciſe of 


*  thority and example. Did we but ſeriouſ- 


iS religion, _ the eee en of life, 
dre io be found. 10 3 is our Government 
that makes the land in which we dwell fo 
deſirable and comfortable; where our 
perſons and poſſeſſions are protected, and 
where the worſhip of the true God, and 


the true Saviour, is not only permitted, 
dut eſtabliſned and enjoined by Royal Au- 


ly think upon the many religious bleſſings 
WE. enjoy. -. Did we but compare our ſtate 
With that of thoſe who lived in former 

times, who, becauſe of their religious opi- 
1 In were expoſed to ſevere trials and 
s, we would certainly. behold the 
ligations under which we are to 
— 8 ſentiments, and to act in 
defence ng our Government. This ſhould 
make us pray, that He, whoſe. ſceptre of 
dominion is all powerful and boundleſs, 
would afford our Sovereign all neceſſary 
aid and direction for the adminiſtration of 
his cxalted office; that bis enemies may 
ſubdued, and that he may have the uni 
Andi fincere affections of all. his fob | 
that, When having reſi bis. earthly 
throne, he may reign. g oriouſly in that 
permanent Kingdom, where all diſcontent 
tumult, and py n ner ana 
: e e T7 213 


1 . Mm 
6 ; £ 7 5 "IF 7 ” & x : 5 
8 #3 = © 5 ; * % 42 4 SL; ” # 1 - 
& ” 
8 6 4 4 1 
: * * * 3+ 8 ; s $4 4 , 6 * * 
WO . 2 * 5 * 4 4 . ; 8 * 1 - # - * * > * = 4 . „ * e — $ * i bs 
8 - { 4 ; & 4 * 4 JI q R * * £ 5; ? 4 ** ; 
w* 4 * * * o 0 & FE 'S : oy * N . N 
. 


o # 2 E * * 5 * * * * y * i BY Wk * 5 — 
© 7 * * 1 1 3 
17 1 " 2 5 1 $ N * , ES + 3 : 2 1 ? 
3 * * * % 
XY — 2 N 4 | E H 1 1 P. III 0 f 4+ Sz .&. 
4 mY ; 1 1 * a * 
F & N \ „ 5 
; "© >; 5 * %% ům 8 + 
* ** *: Ss... 4 f K * , 
& Tx: 
4 a a 2 * * 1 44 
„eee | £& 29S 


. The deftrudtive_ and dreadful eee a "National 


Revolution. * 


8 
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Fic ROM the Hiſtory — ancient b, e 
we learn, that a Revolution of Kingdoms, 
or the change of their exiſting Govern- 
ment, was productive of the moſt bloody 
and calamitous conſequences. Inſtead of 
increaſing the internal good and tranquil - 
lity of the ſubjects, by this, both were in- 
terrupted and diminiſhed. Of this, the 
Hiſtory of Greece and Rome affords the 
moſt diſmal and affecting proofs. In 
Greece, the abolition of Monarchy ſoon 
tended to accumulate theſe evils and op- 


preſhons, of which the 2 ple complained 


under the tyrannic and defpotic Govern- 
ment of — Kings. — according 
to the words of Doctor Gillies, oppreſſed 
by its Kings, was ſtill more oppreſſed by 
its archons or magiſtrates; and already too 
much divided under the ancient Govern- 
ment, was ſtill more divided under the new 


form of polity. Many inferior cities di- 


dained the juriſdiction of their reſpective 


capitals. Several of them affected ſeparate | 


and independent Sovereignty. Each town, 
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_ edch diſtri Mantis war with is neigl * 
— and the fanciful ſtate of nature, ac- 

cording to the philoſophy of Hobbes, was 
actually realized in that diſtracted country. 
No ſooner were the Greeks at peace with 
foreign Nations, than they were at war 
among themſelves, and groaned under 
greater taxes and cruelties than thoſe 

Which they had formerly felt. This — 
muſt pen will be the ſtate of all 
Nations, where a Republican form of Go. 
vernment is ettabliſhed ; for ſuch a Govern- 
ment, from the very nature of things, is 
— calculated to promote its real intereſt 
or happineſs, but will be attended with 


Y quarrels, plots, and commotions. 


tions are productive 


necellary to make references to Roman or 
Grecian HHiſtory, to 


have a ſtriking inſtance of this « during the 
time of Oliver Cromwell's s uſarpation, 
when the Government of this Kingdom 
was: changed into a Commonwealth; or 
rather) wien inſtead of a King, it was go- 


1 _ verned by an arbitrary Protector. It muſt 


be allowed, that previous to that time, 
King James, and his ſon Charles the firſt, 
had, by ſome ſevere meaſures, and by aſ- 

Biring after defpotic power, deſervedly ren- 
t — bbjoRs: of almoſt univer- 
el reſentment and indignation. Their 
tabje&s'earneſtly deſired their extirpation, 
hoping,” that by this, they would enjoy = 


FA greater freedom and — But were 


* 2 their 


"F = } - 


ber hopes i in this reſpe& qratified?. Thols "270 


who know the conſequences, mult confeſs, 
that they were not. That which 
Britons enjoyed under Cromwell's uſurpa· 
tion, was not real, but only 
The expence of ſupporting their new and 


tyrannical Lords, was greater 


Parliament, or the right of elections, more 


ſacredly and faithfully kept? Were the 


people more relieved from the fears of a 
military power? Were executions, im- 
priſonments, and acts of cruelty leſs, in 
their number? Was the law more juſtly 


and impartially adminiſtered, or were the 
taxes more light and eaſy, than before that 


violent convulſion of — State! ? No. The 
reverſe of all this is known to be true, if 
we are to believe the hiſtory of that time. 
Nor was this change — 

good With regard to relig 
unaffected piety to God, and ſincere love 


to men, a wild enthuſiaſm pervaded the- 


heart, while villany and by rily reigned 
* — troubles 


triumphant. The promoter: 
which then prevailed, could not quietly 


eſtabliſn their own form of — but 


were powerfully oppoſed by many con- 


tending rivals. At that —— there was 


no true liberty of conſcience, for the reli- 
gious party in power condemned the tole- 


ration of all others as antichriſtian. To 
_ that time, we may alſo principall 
. . . 8 in the r, 


„ 


nominal. 


ter than what it 
was under Royalty. Was the freedom of 
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day to. 3 an 
which ate very unfriendly to religion. It is 
melancholy to think, that thofe who be- 
nee in the fame revelatien, adore the 
ame God, and expect ſalvation throu h 
the ſame Saviour, and have the ſame po 
tical obligations, ſhould be fo divided a 
empty ceremonies, the outward form of 
worſhip, and mere trifles, and, becauſe of 
this, envy and reproach each other. Theſe 
were fore of the fruits of that national 
diſcord and rebel lion, and ought to be a 
dreadful warning to all complaining in- 
govators among us, who are not content 
wich the preſent Government, and ſtare of 
things. — ſituation of things in 
France, dffords us another inſtance of che 
fad oonſequences of a national Revolotion'; 
e that abiolute liberty is incon- 
fiſtent with the true fecurity and happineſs 
66 men! From the Hiſtory of that im- 
—— ns une event, We find 
that the peaceable and rational manner in 
ich it was ac tſhed, was of ſhort 


*. 
be 


— uro conſtituted the firſt 
many of whom were 
afraid 


national: Aſſembly ma 
ons of learnin —— 
th * ſhould e 
IE | deed in wing them 
dee mach, Their permitting the Jacobins 
e meet; deliberate; and animadvert upon 
Weir acts and meaiures, and tO. OPPDOGIie 
mem, was ſoon the cauſe of the King's 
. their G.] tl, and . miſtry of 
| * 2 5 France. 


integrity, 
people too httle 
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they had ſolemnly ſworn to ſupport it, yet; 
in their minds, they were fully reſolved to 
ee its deſtruction. Though the 
Ling, and the Aſſembly, acted in a 
the moſt juſt and conſtitutional, yet the) 
miſrepre both to the people, and 
declared, that if they were not immediate. 
ly aboliſhed, the Nation would ſoon lan- 
guiſh under its former deſpotiſm. Fayette, 


who at that time had the firſt command in 


the army, an excellent character, and the 


zealous friend of limited Monarchy; having 


Jacobins, wrote to the King and Aſſembly, 
that if they did not oppoſe and ſuppreſs 


their principles, they would inftantly-overs _ 
turn the Conſtitution of France, and put 


an end to its liberty and happinets. «But 
the time for this was gone: They had but 
too artfully and faccelsfully diſſeminated 
their bate principles; by them the minds 
of the thoughtleis multitude were inflamec 

and impreſſed, and they were determined 
to have none but Jacobins for their leaders. 
This determination they ſoon diſcovered, 
in a manner the moſt horrid and barba-· 
rous. By them, the Swiſs Guards were 


butchered in a way too ſhocking to men- 


tion, with all in their power, whom they 


thought friends to Monarchy. The ſtreets 


of Paris flowed with human blood: On every 
hand the affecting groans of the dying were 


heard; 
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1 1 while, their women, vnmindful vf 


——— 
this the Jacobin Rulers in France ſhewed 


Ma 


feeling and delicacy, their brighteſt and 
moſt attractive ornament; were — 
P active in the cruel cat The 
* — porrany the love of life, that firſt 
| ature's law, was obliged tan fly 

ä —— reſolving to ſeck for refuge in 
rr 
— — barbarity to France 
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— ent be ug — 
' Queen, whom none but monſters in human 
— —— wears both yr 


92 
are in . ; but to 


no regard. Age and innocence, men and 
women, life and property, were all equally 
3 1 their devouring ange. Such 


. * 


wers 


of 


were ſome of the ſad conſequences of a ſe- 
cond: Revolution in France, and fuch wilt 
always be the ſtate of a Nation, when the 
cruel, the 1gnorant, the ſelfiſn, and the am- 
bitious, reign. From the writings of thoſe 
who have been influenced by infidelity, we 
find, that they have been commonly ene- 
mics, not only to religion, but alſo to Mo- 
zarchy, That the members of the firſt 
— in France, were infidels, or 
ſuch as did not believe in the Goſpel and 
inſtitutions of Chriſt, is evident — what 
they did, after they were inveſted with the 
rernment of the Nation- By them the 
tion of the Lord's day 


religious obſer s 


was aboliſhed, and ever finca, they mas 


upon that day, i in the ſame manner as they 
do upon other days, to tranſact the affairs 
of the ſtate. A future judgment, the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, and a ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments, the belief of which is the 
great ſupporter and promoter of virtuous 
actions, and without which all morality 
muſt fall, were _—_— withridicule and con- 
tempt. - Liberty lity, as they were 
ems. among them, — preference to 
religion, while the worſhip of the true God, 
ded to the adoration of the idol of a 


the very names of months and days, be- 
cauſe, being heathenith in their diſpoſi- 
tions, they were determined to renounce 


_ thing that had any reference tothe | 


ny mils, 


blinded reaſon. To ſuch a degree did theß 
extend the ſpirit of innovation as to change 
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5 und. ebe and generous laws of crit. 
 Uanity; ine! M enn 
, Previous to the adolities of — 
power in France, the ſubjects of that Go- 
verument, I mean the lower orders of the 
people, were in a diſmal and diſtreſſing ſtate 
af ſervitude and oppreſſion. They were | 
not only ſlaves to their Kings, but alſo to 
their Nobles, who, in the pride of their 
— — . — banged: an in · 
ferior order, and made them groan under 
their tyrannic ſway. Their emani tion 
from juch a ſtate os bonda — 
ſion, was a cauſe of joy to a — ö s.of 
m. The Britiſh: Government ſaw the 
day of their deliverance, and in it rejoiced. 
But the day of this deliverance did not 
long remain. Soon it was loſt in the 
gioomy night of a more ſevere and afflictive 
| captivity.” Thoſe who defire a change in 
this Kingdom, may think that the conſe» 
ces would not —— as in France; 
that it might be accompliſhed without 
much loſs either of blood or property. 
Have not the. Dutcheſtabliſhed a Republic, 
without any conſiderable loſs either of 
mme or the other; and might not we —— 
bdering to the ſame means obtain the ſame 
end? But was a Revolution to be attemp- 
pied, in this Kingdom, RY _ the Unis 
verſal Ruler to the end 


tion oß things here wou be very — Ty 
The greater number of the Dutch, as hath 
h eee nnen. were enemies to 


þ * 
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"ur Stadtbeldes, and friends to the pregch. 
Thbey not only invited them to come into 
Holland, but received them with acelama- 
tions of joy. But could the French even 
obtain a anding in this Country, "they 
would experience a very different rece 

Though the difaffected might fly to their 
ſtandard, and meet them with open arms; 
Js et every true hearted Britoh would hazard 


fe and property; to ore them and their 
pernicious 1yftean. - I hope, that, notwith- 


tanding all paſt — the majority 
of the peop 


faperics excellency, and feet the happineſs 


4 they under it enjoy. If, therefore, any at. 
tempt ſhould be made to change it, ' they 
would act in its defence to the la; in con- 


ſequence of which, the carnage wou id be 
— and the calamity general. Then 


re would be an end to agriculture | and 


commerce. With what pleaſure could the 
farmer ſow or reap his ground, when the 


mercy of a lawleſs and rapacious multitude. 
With what fatisfaction could the merchant 
attend to commerce, when in one hour he 


nature's gifts, and the proſpect of plent 
| bg the needy and the drooping-fout 
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le in this Iſland are ſtill-ftrongs | 
& attached to gur Government, and that 
the beſt of reaſons. 'F They know its 


fruit of all bis labeur would be at the 


we behold the fields around us teeming with 


But chen door plenty: would be turned? ins 
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into a mournful and barren ſoil, Now 
we can go out and in, and attend to our 
labours and employ ments without the dread 
of death and puniſhment, but then we could 
not be {ure of life, even for one hour. The 
poſſeſſions of the poor, though ſmall, are 
their own; but in the time of Revolution 
and commotion, theſe they could not call 
their own. At preſent, we but too often be- 
| hold objects of ſuffering and diſtreſs ; bodi - 
ly afflictions ; the ſorrows of death; and the 
preſſing woes of poverty; all unite to affect 
dun feelings, and interrupt our earthly joys, 
From a Revolution, ſuch melancholy ſcenes 
would receive an additional gloom. This 
would increaſe the victims of death, the 
conqueſts of the grave, and multiply, the 
pains of men. In one place, we would 
5 bebold a number of diſconſolate widows, in 
the grief and anguiſh of their ſouls, lament- 
ing their huſband's ſad and untimely fall. 
In another, a train of weeping orphans, all 
| deſtitute and forlorn, without ſupport or 
habitation, and without a friend. In a third 
place, our ears would be pierced with the 
cries. and agonies of the dying and our 
minds terrified with the ſight — thouſands 
_ of the ſlain. - Of that freedom of ſentiment. 
and ſpeech which we now enjoy, we would 
then — deprived; for to ſay that any thing 
was wrong which our new rulers and op- 
preſſors did, would expoſe us to impriſon- 
ment and death. Let us now turn our 
thoughts to the conſequences of a Revo- 
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ution with regard to religion. We have 
reviouſly obſerved, that after the ſecond 
Revolution in France, religion fell before 
infidelity and immorality. But many may 
. 2 1 and even affirm, that it would not 
be ſo in this Kingdom; ſuch may reafon, 
that in France nothing better could have 
been expected; their religious fyſtem was 
full of ſuperſtition, and the tranſition from 
ſuperſtition to infidelity, is eaſy and natural, 
But our form of worſhip is not involved in 
. Taperſtition ; and therefore religion 
us, by a Revolution, would be more apFto 
flouriſh than languiſn. Thoſe who reaſon 
in this way are much deceived; from the 
- preſent ſtate of religion, we may infer, that a 
_ of Government would be very un- 
friendly to its intereſt. It muſt be allow- 
ed, that in Britain, the ſpirit of infidelity is 
now too prevalent and univerſal : Not only 
do the diſſolute children of vice deny the 
ſalutary and neceſſary doctrines of revela« 
tion, and laugh at every thing that is ſa- 
cred, but numbers, of a ſpeculative temper, 
whoſe actions upon the whole may be 
ſober and regular, ambitious to be thought 
wiſer than their neighbours, in the pride 
of their hearts, have rejected the belief of 
the Old and New Teſtament, and ſpeak of 

them in the language of contempt. I am 
afraid that many of our Reformers are of 
this deſcription. From dur Government, 
we have nothing to fear; but from infidels 
we have much to dread. Should their 
e * doctrines 
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doctrines and opinions become univerſal, 
What can bound or overawe the human 
foul. The dictates of nature cannot do 
this in the ſame powerful manner that the 
dictates of revelation can. It is aſtoniſh- 
ing that any ſhould deny or reject the 
Chriſtian revelation, was it from no other 
cauſe but only on account of that beauti- 
ful and excellent ſyſtem of morals which it 
contains; morals, which as greatly ſurpaſs 
thoſe of the Heathen writers, as the ſplen- 
dors of the meridian day exceed the fainter 
of the returning dawn. It is only 
our belief in the doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
and our having proper impreſſions of their 
power, that can make us good, dutiful, 
and loyal ſubjects, and zealous m the per- 
formance of every relative duty. It is only 
this that can inſpire us with generous 
hearts, and theſe diſpoſitions, which will 
cauſe us not only to rejoice with the proſ- 
perous and happy, but likewiſe to mourn 
over all the children of ſorrow, and do 
what we poſſibly can to make others hap- 
py- It is only religion that will teach us 
truly to forgive, to love our enemies, to 
bleſs them that curſe us, and pray for thoſe 
that perſecute us. It is only the Chriſtian 
religion that can teach us to reſiſt wrath, 
overcome paſſion, and cultivate that mild 
and gentle temper, which is ſo abſolutely 
and eſſentially neceſſary to our own happi- 
nels, and that of thoſe, with whom we may 
be connected. It is only the Feen 
Fer: ne ee 4 5 
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of revelation that can ſupport us under 
our temporal afflictions, and make us 
triumph over mortality. That any ſhould 
deny and oppoſe a revelation fo well con- 
firmed and productive of ſo many. happy 
effects, is truly ſurpriſing. Not only is in- 
fidelity too general, but many, who believe 
the ſacred writings to be the true dictates 
of the Divine and unerring Spirit, ſhow 
little regard to the inſtitutions of religion. 


How few do we find who venerate the 


God of their Fathers, and are active in His 
ſervice. The aged among us, can tell 
whether religion is more or leſs neglected 
than what it was during their early and 
youthful years; whether diſſipation and pro- 
fanity are increaſing or decreaſing; and it is 
to be wiſhed, that they could ſpeak on the 
ſide of religion and morality. Is it ot to 
he feared, that in the hearts of many, an 
indifference to religion reigns, and that this 
evil is too common in every part of the 
Kingdom. Becauſe of this, he that ſits in 
heaven may be ſaying concerning us, 
„Shall I not for this viſit you, and be 
avenged upon you.“ From the general 
nature of God's procedure, we learn, that 
he often long permits nations, ſocieties, 
and individuals, to paſs without puniſh- 
ment; but yet there is a time when his 
eee ſhall be felt and made known. 

or many ages, he ſhewed his patience 
and goodneſs to the deſcendants of Abra- 
ham, notwithſtanding all their tranſgreſ- 
= 46202 : greſſions; 
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ons; a at laſt in his wrath, he gave 
them up as captives to their enemies; and 

AE puniſhed them for their fans. 
4 Let infide 8, and the immoral profeſſors of 
. nity, ſtand in awe, a . 

a ar th leaſt he alſo ſhould puniſh them 
these various judgments, which are c 

| taxcly at his command. If ſuch is the — 
Ebb of religion, can we reaſonably or 

SI ended, £ that a change of Govern- 
ment would make us better Chriſtians, and 
more regular in religious exerciſes. If, 
when we are governed by a King, who is 
very examplary in his attendance upon 
Public Worſhip, eur Churches are deſerted 
by many of his ſubjects, much worſe would 
our fituation in this reſpect be, when go- 
verned by infidels, and the profeſſed ene- 
mies of revelation. The manners of a 
Court have à powerful and an extenſive in- 
fluence, - The irreligious ſpirit of our un- 
believing Rulers would ſoon enter into the 
hearts of their deluded ſubjects. The or- 
dinances of the Goſpel would be aboliſh- 

ed; while piety and virtue would ſink into 
decay v. Such are fome of the fad conſe- 
quences 14 would attend a Revolution 
em this = dom, the very thought of 
which, is ſufficient te fill our fouls with 
* horror. If the votaries of French princi- 
ples in this country would only allow © 
themſelves to conſider the many evils of 
which the Revolution in France bath been 

4 oductive, unleſs they are intent u _ | 
agg BY their 


their own miſery, they will certaialy reject 
their ſyſtem with abhorrence. What have 
the French acquired by the abolition of 
that limited Kingly Government, which 
was eſtabliſhed after their freedom from 
deſpotic power? Have they enjoyed greats 
er liberty? Have they fewer taxes, or are 
their food and clothing ſuperior to what 
they were? No. They have been more in- 


E 


involved in flavery, cruelty, and oppreſſion: 


The number of their taxes .hath been 
greatly increaſed, and their wants multi- 
plied to a high degree. In this country, 
many complam, becauſe the ſeditious are 
not permitted to aſſemble in crowds, to 
contrive how they might exterminate the 
exiſting Power, and deliver ſuch ſpeeches, 
as naturally tended to promote a ſpirit of 
revolt and rebellion: This, they ſay, is the 
eee encroachment upon the liberty of 
Britons, and the principles of our Conſti- 
tution. But our Conſtitution, and the 
Bill of Rights, do not admit of an un- 
bounded and licentious liberty, or the pro- 
pagation of ſedition. It makes a particular 
diſtinction between the King and his fub-. 
jects; between the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and the general maſs of the people. 
Thoſe who think that it does not make 
ſuch a diſtinction, are ignorant of its firſt 
and leading principles. It allows the ſub- 
jects of this Kingdom to complain, when 
for this they have a neceſſary and juſt 
cauſe, and to meet and petition for redrels ; 
Tees TOTO TE Wot: but 
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but it does not allow them to form con- 
ſpiracies, enact laws, oppoſe violently the 
proceedings of Adminiſtration, nor to aſ- 
tume”' the power and prerogative of the 
Legiſlature. Would thoſe in Britain, who 
complain of the Two late Acts, as an in- 
fringement of their Liberty, and an attack 
upon our conſtitution, only tranſport them- 
ſelves to France, and live, for a time, un- 
der that Republican Government, which 
they ignorantly extol and admire there, 
they would find the very ſame law een 
ing in a much higher degree. Let not 
my Readers think, that this is a fabrica- 
tion; for it is a known truth, that laſt 
Fear, the Convention, by which they, in 
the moſt poſitive terms, and under ſevere 
penalties, prohibited all Political Clubs 
and Aſſemblies. This law was good, and 
neceflary for the: preſervation of their inter- 
nal tranquillity. The ſame law is to be 
found in the American States. Let thoſe 
who condemn the Britiſh Government, for 
preventing Political Clubs, look to France, 
That land, as they falſely ſay, where Free- 
dom, and the Rights of Men, triumph; 
and, if they are not obſtinately and wil- 
fully wicked and blind, they will ſee how 
unjuſtly they have accuſed this Govern- 
ment, for doing what was of the utmoſt 
importance and neceſlity, and what Repu- 
blicans have alſo done, without being cen- 
ſured by them. Thoſe who will approve 
of the fame law in France, which they will 
AM condemn 
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condemn and reprobate in this King- 
dom, are certainly ſet: upon miſchief, and 
are enemies to this Free and Happy Coun- 
try. As the French have loſt much, and 
gained nothing, by the abolition of limited 
Monarchy, ſo the Dutch have loſt much, 
and gained nothing, by the abolition 
of the Stadtholder's power. Upon the 
arrival of the French in Holland, their 
friends rejoiced, and celebrated it as the 
day of their deliverance, and perfect hap- 
pineſs. Though, before that, like us 
at preſent, they enjoyed fuil Liberty, 
yet French Liberty and Equality to them 
were tranſporting terms, in which they 
ſuppoſed, was contained the very eſſence 
of human joy. Of that apparently tran- 
25 but deluſive ſtream, they drank 

eeply, without conſidering that its po- 
tions were deadly, and would ſoon pro- 
duce miſery and wretchedneſs. During 
a time, the French acted in ſuch a way 
as flattered their hopes, and expectations, 
and made them believe, that they were the 
Miniſters of Providence ſent forth to deli- 
ver all the Nations of the earth from 
ſlavery; to level all theſe diſtinctions in 
ſociety which God hath appointed, and to 
make all feel a new and an unknown hap- 

ineſs. Public rejoicings and Feſtivals were 
inſtituted: The ear was entertained with 
Ca Iras and Republican rhapſodies, While 
French and Dutch, like brethren, equally 
joined in the ſong and in the dance. That 
l was 
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was a gloridus time for Holland, and per- 
Hhaps many in this Kingdom might then 
with that ſome propitious gale would in- 
ſtantly convey m to thete delightful re- 
ions of harmony and joy. But the bright 
- of their viſionary happineſs and feſti- 
vity, ſoon ended in -the dark-night of ad- 
verſitv, while their ſky, then clear and ſe- 
rene, was inſtantly covered with ſtorms 
and tempeſts, and clouds, pregnant with 
impending woe. wy 9 A625 1 
Tbe Dutch have always been conſidered 
as à people particularly attentive to their 
own intereſt, and the increaſe of their own 
wealth. The French had not been long a- 
mong them, till, becauſe of this, and the 
changed ſtate of their affairs, they found 
an interruption to their commerce, a ſtag- 


nation of credit, and a rapid decline of 
Wealth. Nor was this all: Before the 


French left them, they convinced them, 
that their ſyſtem comprehended ſomethin 1 

more than only the promotion of univerſal 
freedom, and that they never intended to 
give other Nations a falſe and ideal Liber- 


Ty, or make them all equal, for nothing. 


Accordingly, we find, that they made ſuch 
large demands upon them, as we have 
reaſon to believe, made them think and re- 
fect upon their paſt folly, and repent what 
they had done, though their pride kept 
them from confeſſing this. With theſe de- 
mands, though hard and o ve, they 
were. under the neceſſity n 
RW. | - 5 a eſe 


1 


Theſe were the advantages which the 
Dutch derived from the French principles 
of Liberty and Equality, and the arrival of 
their armies among them. The Dutch axe 
not only now depreſſed by the conſequences 
of the demands made upon them by oy 
French, but diviſions, contentions, a 
animoſities, have been ſo prevalent among 
themſelves, as have, in a great meaſure, 
prevented them from labour and induſtry, 
and from acquiring thoſe things which are 
neceſſary for their fubſiſtence. None, who 
are under the proper influence of their rea- 
ſoning powers, will affirm, that bloody and 
unjuſt executions, ſavage maſſacres, a ſha- 
ken kingdom, a ruined commerce, and a 
miſerable people, are deſirable things. But 
theſe are the natural and the immediate 
conſequences of. a, National Revolution; 
conſequences, which revolving ages may Ho 
ſurmount, and which ſhall be felt by 
rations yet to come. The thought of jb 5 
dreadful calamities, ought to Jo in this 
iſland of peace and felicity, the ſpirit of in- 
novation, and ſhould convince the diſaffec- 
ted of their great folly and error. But 
thoſe in oppoſition to the Britiſh Govern- 
ment, may ſay, that it is not a Revolution, 
but a Reform, that the deſire. It is but 
too obvious, that under this Reform, inten- 
tions more wicked and criminal have been 
concealed. But we ſhall be ſo charitable, as 
to ſuppoſe, that now all are ſincere, and 


wiſh for nothing but a Reform. To ſhow 
H that 


9 
that ſuch a wiſh is well-founded, or that 
State Reformation is abſolutely neceſſary, 
the diſaffected and diſcontented, mention a 
multitude of evils, which have no exiſtence. 
To maintain that all is right, and that 
nothing is wrong in our State, would be 
maintaining too much; for this would be 
making it altogether perfect, which hath 
never yet been the ſituation of any earthly 
Government, and never ſhall be, though 
it was to be changed every year. To err is 
the lot of humanity ; it is that to which 
rulers and ſubjects are equally liable. This 
much, however, 1 will affirm, and that 
from the fall conviction of my own mind, 
that the Britiſh Government is more per- 
fect, and is attended with fewer abuſes, 
either of power or money, than any other 
Government under heaven. pie 
SBouppoſing this deſired Reform could be 
Tnſtantly effected, it would nor be produc- 
tive of the expected advantages. Inſtead 
of theſe, it would be attended with con- 
tention and corruption, vile 4rts'to procure 
office and emoluments, and with many 
-other evils by which the quiet and order of 
the Kingdom, at the end of two or three 

, would be interrupted and deſtroyed. 
Were our Reformers to obtain the ſove- 
teignty, like the firſt Convention in France, 
they would foon ſhew the nation of what 
kind of fpirit they are; that Ambition is 
their ruling paſſion, and Self the idol whom 
they adore. Inſtead of leſſening the ſuffer- 
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ings of their poorer brethren, their firſt 
care would be to aggrandize themſelves. In- 
ſtead of reducing theſe taxes and burdens of 
which you complain, we have cauſe to fear, 
that to you they would declare, as the in- 
fatuated Rehoboam once did to the Tribes 
of Iſrael: Vou ſaid, that your former Mi- 
niſters and Parliaments made your yoke 
heavy, but we will add to your yoke: Vou 
| ſaid, that they chaſtiſed you with whips, 
but we will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions; 
All the laws which they made to prevent 
you from ſedition, will bear no proportion 
to the ſeverity of theſe laws, we intend: to 
make to reſtrain you from this. But it may 
be ſaid, that in conſequence of a Reform, the 
Nation would be free from Miniſterial in- 
fluence. But ſuch as think ſo are greatly 
miſtaken; for then it would be the very 
fame, and would be more frequently exer- 
ciſed. Miniſterial influence is certainly not 
ſuch an evil to this Nation as it hath been re- 
preſented by the oppoſers of Miniſtry; for it 
1s abſolutely neceſſary, that the ballance of 
Power ſhould be in favour of the Crown, 
or all things would go into confuſion. Was 
the Minifter of Britain reſolved to deſtroy 
his Country, and involve its inhabitants in 
miſery and deſolation, then his influence 
would be very dangerous and pernicious, 
But what Miniſter, having his proper tenſes, 
would with for this, or proſtitute his power 
to ſuch a wicked purpoſe, or how could he 


accompliſh ſuch a deſign, imme 
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the French Convention,” have more in- 
fluence than the Miniſters of this Kingdom, 
and exerciſe this in a more ſevere and ty- 
rannic manner. 'They have their favourites 
and ſupporters, upon whom they confer 
Penſions and Donations; and this would be 
the very ſtate of things here, if we alſo had 
a Convention. Thoſe muſt know but lit- 
tle of human nature, who imagine that a 
man, in conſequence of his being a Mem- 
ber of a National Convention, will be a 
better Citizen of the world, than what he 
can be in the Britiſh Parliament. He wha 
through life, hath made it his great and 
conſtant ſtudy to cultivate good and bene- 
volent principles, upon whoſe heart the 

law of kindneſs and diſintereſtedneſs is writ- 
ren, will act honeſtly and generouſly in eve- 
xy ſituation; and without theſe principles, 
he will not do ſo in any. But it may ſtill 
be ſaid, if we cannot obtain a change of 
Government, without the loſs of much 
blood and treaſure; and if ſuch a change, 
_ would certainly be attended with much evil, 
and no good. If alſo a Reform would make 
us no better, but much worſe, yet a change 
of the preſent Miniſters is neceſſary to end 
all our troubles; and ſurely this might be 
eaſily and ſoon accompliſhed. The preſent 
Miniſters have been much blamed by thoſe 
in Oppoſition, who have left nothing un- 
done that could make the people hate and 
deſpiſe them. They have been accuſed as 
the cauſe of an unjuſt and unneceſſary ** 
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and as the authors of national calamity. 
Such hath been the language of Oppoſition, 
nor are we to expect any other words from 
theſe perſons. Thoſe in Power are al- 
ways objects of envy and reproach to 
thoſe who earneſtly covet their places 
and emoluments. Such perſons will al- 
ways revile and aſperſe them, and that from 
a defire to inflame the minds of the people 
againſt them, who, from their ſituation, 
can neither know nor judge truly concern- 
ing the neceſſity and propriety of their mea- 
ſures. We commonly find, that thoſe who 
have ſome particular ſelfiſh end in view, 
and a deſire to gratify it, too often aſſume a 
falſe character, and appear to be what in 
realty they are not. Many, when ſolicit- 
ing a favour from others, will make great 
profeſſions of friendſhip, who yet have no 
regard for them in their hearts, and the 
ſincere and undeſigning are frequently im- 
poſed upon by the ſpecious and deſigning. 
This, without any departure from charity, 
may be applied to many in the Oppoſition. 
Accordingly, we find, that they renounce 
every ſelfiſh conſideration, and ſpeak only 
of the general good, the redemption of a- 
buſes, and the increaſe of human freedom 
and happineſs. I have formerly ſhewn, 
that the French gave the moſt ſtriking and 
undeniable proofs, that they were fully re- 
ſolved to involve Britain in the war, and 
have endeavoured to vindicate its juſt and 
neceſſary nature, from principles, which 
i] none 
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none, who adhere to the dictates of reli- 
gion and juſtice, can deny. It is therefore 
very improper to accuſe Miniſters as the 
firſt cauſe of thè war, when it is a known 
truth that they were not, and that their 
ſending troops to Holland, was only ful - 
filling their part of a ſolemn agreement. 
Can we poſſibly ſuppoſe, that Miaiſters 
would have entered into a war, without 
the leaſt cauſe or neceſſity, or that they 
are determined to ruin their country. Was 
there no other motive to prevent them 
from this, their own intereſt and proſperi- 
ty would. | They have much more to loſe 
than others ; and this circumſtance would, 
of itlelf, make them particularly attentive to 
the good and ſafety of the Nation. Of this, 
all who will allow themſelves to think and 
ſpeak diſpaſſionately, muſt be convinced. 
We are not therefore to eſteem our Mini- 
ſters leis, becauſe they are cenſured and 
condemned by their enemies. Have not 
many private deierving characters, been 
unjuſtly accuſed and reproached by the 
tongue of calumny. This hath made thoſe 
who were not well acquainted with them, 
and were ignorant of their good qualities, 


dieeipiſe them in their hearts. Such hath 


been the fate of our preſent Miniſters. 
Thoſe in Oppoſition, have falſely aſcribed 
to them the war, the high price of provi- 
ſions, and indeed every evil that is felt in 
the Kingdom. In this way, they have im- 
poſed upon thouſands, who have not con- 
2800 | = ſidered 
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ſidered their end in doing this. The Au- 


thor will no doubt be charged with flattery, 


when he ſays, that he conſidlers the preient 
Miniſters as entitled to thè | approbation uf 
their countrymen; but ſuch a chargewill not 


prevent him from expreſſing the ſentiments 
of his heart. He does not remember to 


have read in any part of the Britiſi Hiſtory, 
ſince the Revolution, of a time in which 
the ſituation of Miniſters was ſo difficult, 
or required ſo much prudence, diſcernment, 
and abilities, as it hath done for four years 
paſt. They have not only been under the ne- 
ceſſity of uſing defenſive means againſt the 
power and the attempts of foreign enemies, 
but alſo againſt thoſe that were domeſtic. 
The meaſures they have uſed for ſuppreſſing 
ſeditious principles, and promoting Nation- 
al tranquillity, juſtly entitle them to our 


ſincere affection and beſt withes. Should 


they not experience ſuch a return from this 
generation ; yet poſterity, who read what 
was the ſtate of affairs under their admini- 
ſtration, will revere their memory, and 
will commend them for their zeal and dili- 
gence in preſerving the liberties, the rights 
and privileges of Britons. But ſuppoting 
that the preſent Miniſters were turned out, 
and thoſe who oppoſed them put in, What 
ood could we acquire by this? It will 
be ſaid the new Miniſters would ſoon bring 
the war to an end. The Writer is no 
friend to war, and will never juſtify it, 
but upon the principles of neceſſity and 
ſelf-defence, 
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ſelf-defence. But what good could we de- 
rive from a Peace, that might inſtantly ex- 
poſe us to the utmoſt danger, and cauſe 
the ſhedding of more blood. The preſent 
Miniſters are as capable to diſcern the pro- 
| ere for making a ſafe and la ng 

Peace, as any that can ſucceed them; an 
as ſoon as that time arrives, they will not 
neglect it. TO noi 
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Thar deſign of the preceding Pages, is 
to inſpire all who read them with a ſpirit 
of true loyalty and affection to the Britiſh 
Government. In them, the Author, in as 
few obſervations, as he could, hath ſhewn, 
that as men, we ought to be faithful ſub- 
jects, and do all that we can to ſupport 
our Government; becauſe, upon its happi- 
neſs and continuance, our own happinels 
depends: That as Chriſtians, we ſhould do 
this, becauſe it is the will and command 
of Chriſt ; and alſo becauſe Government 1s 
that by which our religious privileges are 
ſecured. If theſe conſiderations will not 
impreſs the minds of men, he knows of 
none that can; and ſuch as totally deſpiſe 
and diſregard them, cannot have a true 
love for their religion, and are ſet upon 
their own ruin. You, my Readers, have 
been often amuſed and miſled by doctrines 
very Oppoſite to theſe contained in this 
ſhort Eſſay. You have been informed, by 
an enemy to the Goſpel, and the holy reli- 
gion of Jeſus, I mean Tomas Paine, that 
you are an oppreſſed people and deprived 
of all your natural rights. Such alſo hath 
been the language of his followers; many 
of whom, like him, laugh at that religion, 
which 1 hope you 855 venerate and vm my 
b ut 
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But why to them do you liſten, or blindly 
believe their falſe doctrines? You are men, 
and ought not to be deceived by error and 
falſehobd; you are Britiſh ſubjects, and as 
ſuch, you are more free and happy than 
all other Nations. This freedom and hap- 
pineſs God requires you both to feel, and 
acknowledge; and if you do not this, you 
are guilty of much fin. Before you believe 
- the doctrines propagated by men, you 
- ought: to. enquire into their foundation, 
I alſo their confiſtency with the nature 
of things. Are you then now miſerable, 
or hath your Government made you its 
flaves, captives, and vaſſals? Hath it depri- 
ved you even of one of theſe rights, to which 
vou were born, or ſuch as are conſiſtent 
with-your preſent happineſs. 1 hope bet- 
ter things of you, than to think, that in the 
2 of God, you would preſume to 
y, that ſuch is truly your ſituation. You 
mould alſo conſider well the actions and 
Principles of thoſe around you, who ſpeak 
againſt Government, and who repreſent it 
to you in the worſt way that they poſſibly 
gan. Do you find, that they are neither 
humane, nor tender hearted ; that they can 
hear, without any inward emotion, the 
pPlaintive voice of ſorrow and wretchedneſs; 
that they frown upon the poor and deſ- 
| titute, and ſend them empty away. If they 
act in this manner, their hearts are bad 
and impure; and therefore, cannot ſend. 
forth uncorrupted principles. Thoſe who 
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are the votaries of State Reform, ſhould 
endeavour to reform themſelves; and if 
they do not aſpire after ſuch a reformation, 
they, if in power, would make ſevere and 
oppreſſive Rulers. Thoſe who are cruel 
in a private capacity, would be ſtill more 
cruel in one that is public: Thoſe who are 

arbitrary and tyrannic in their own fami- 
lies, would be ſtill more ſo, were they in- 
veſted with a ſupreme authority. Thoſe 
who, like the Egyptian taſk-maſters, op- 
preſs their ſervants, by requiring more of 
them than what they are able, without in- 
jury to their bodies, to perform, would 
ſhow but little mercy or compaſſion to 
their ſubje&ts. Thoſe whoſe governing 
diſpoſition is avarice, or in whoſe hearts 
the love of money prevails, in all ſitations, 
will diſcover little or no regard to the 
wants and neceſſities of others, or to their 
worldly comfort. Inſtead of doing to o- 
thers what they think or wiſh: that others 
in like circumſtances ſhould do to them, do 
they make gain their godlineſs, or take the 
advantage, as often as they can. If this is 
the character of your Reformers, carefully 
guard againſt their opinions and princi- 
ples, and never let theſe, for a moment, 
influence your minds. When you hear 
them expatiating upon Freedom and Op- 
preſſion, or railing againſt Government, 
remind them of their own great and ne- 
ceſſary duty, as rational and immortal be- 
ings, as thoſe who conſtitute a part of the 
„ great 
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family of mankind, and aſſure them, that it 


s your fixed reſolution in future, to be 


proof againſt all their impoſitions. - Many 
who oppoſe the preſent Goyernment, op- 
_ it from reſentment, malevolence, or 
cauſe they have been diſappointed in 
ſelfiſh and ambitious deſigns. The 
love of power and honour is natural to 
men, and particularly to thoſe who are 
without true principles of humanity and 
erolity. It hath been juſtly obſerved; 
t ambition | hath no bounds. Many 
who have been ſo fortunate as to acquire 
_ niches 1 are diſcontented, be- 
Fauſe they have not been dignified with a 
title, or becauſe they do not receive the 
fame honour and reſpect with others. Such 
ambitious perſons will be reſtleſs and unea- 
i, and will try all efforts, to increaſe e- 
very ſpirit of innovation, that they think is 
Bkely to gratify their wiſhes. Thoſe per- 
ſons may now be zealous adyocates for 
What they call Liberty and Equality; but 
were they in power, they would immedi- 
_ ately diſcover to their deluded adherents, 
that theſe. form no part of their ſyſtem: 
Such wiſh to riſe higher than the higheſt 
among their ſuperiors ; but it would be a 
fad mortification to them, were they to be- 
hold thoſe. whom they treat and conſider 
as their” inferiors, as high as themſelves. 
Some of theſe perſons may now affect a 
falſe humility, in order to deceive you: S0 
- did Robeſpierre, the bloody tyrant of 
_ . PFrapce, 
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France, who, under this falſe affectation 
of humility, was graſping after abſolute Af 
ſovereignty, cruelty, and oppreſſion. The 
inſolent and ſupercilious behaviour of o- 
thers of your Reformers to their domeſtics 
and dependents, is a proof, that they are 
far from being levellers in their hearts. 
All who oppoſe Government, becauſe they 
may have been diſappointed in their mer- 
cenary, and ambitious deſigns, do not op- 
poſe it from juſt motives, or principles; 
and therefore, it is your duty to rejedt their 
opinions with deteſtation. It is certain, 
that thoſe who have your real welfare and 
happineſs at heart, will neither uſe art nor 
aer to make you difloyal or rebel - 
ious ſubjects; for, whenever this Govern- 
ment falls, you alſo muſt fall with it. From 
your on experience, you know that men 
ſeldom {peak well of thoſe to whom they 
are enemies, or againſt whom they may be 
prejudiced, without any juſt cauſe. But 
are you to join with them in hating and 
reproaching ſuch perſons? If you do this, 
you do not act like Chriſtians. In like 
manner, if you join with thoſe, who, from 
reſentment, ambition, or prejudice, ſpeak 
againſt the Government of this country, 
and all its neceſſary meaſures, when it is 
certain, that, by it, you are neither afflics 
ted nor oppreſſed, then you alſo depart * 
from the laws of Chriſtianity, and the 
command of your Saviour; and you are | 
aſſured, that ſuch as diſobey his command. 
| cannot, 


cannot, without repentance and reforma- 
tion, avoid the threatened puniſhment, T 
mould conſider myſelf as very uncharita- 
ble and illiberal, was I either to think or 
fſay, that all who may object to ſome mea- 

ſures of Government, are its real enemies, 
or that they are perſons of bad hearts and 

Principles. Some may do this, becauſe 

- they: do not diſcern the propriety and ne- 
- ceflity of theſe meaſures, though both may 

fully appear, not only to Adminiſtration, 
but alſo to others. But thoſe of this de- 
FCription will not encourage a ſpirit of ſedi- 
tion, or any thing that tends to deſtroy the 
Government, and interrupt the peace and 
profperity of their nation. 
Vou know that ſubjection to your Go- 
vernment is a Chriſtian duty, and as ſuch, 
is powerful and perpetual. If you defire to 
eſcape puniſhment, and enjoy to the end of 
your days your ſacred and civil privileges, 
you mult perform this duty. To calumni- 
© ate or revile your Government, without 
5 Cauſe, and by this to inflame the minds of 
co thers againſt it, is great iniquity, and in- 
cConſiſtent with your religious profeſſion. 
FPou may think that this is no ſin; but do 
F pou believe the Scriptures of truth; or, like 
| 
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bi Parxz, do you defpiſe theſe, and make 
them the ſubje& of your ſinful mirth. If 
Fou think, that at death, you ſhall be in the 
tame ſituation with the beaſts; that your 
WP fouls" ſhall” die with your bodies, never 
wore to live; that there is no futurity; no 
WE as OY 7 "-.. HG 
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time when you muſt give an account to 
God; and that there is neither happineſs _ 
nor miſery after this life; then you may re- 
bel not only againſt your earthly ſovereign, 
but alſo againſt him who is King of Kings, 
without being afraid. But this ſhall nor 
always be your ſtate. There is a time-when - - 
infidels ſhall believe and tremble, with all 
that do not 'fear God and keep his com- 
mandments. If you live as Chriſtians ought 
to live, you will neither falſely aſperſe, nor 
traduce your Government, nor attend to 
the words of thoſe who do, whoſe diſcourſes 
tend to that civil commotion and diſſen- 
tion, which would end in your miſery and 
deſtruction. The Apoſtle Peter gives a fad - 
and black deſcription of all ſeditious and 
rebellious ſubjects. Preſumptuous, ſays he, 
are they, ſelf-willed; they are not afraid to 
ſpeak evil of dignities. _ Thoſe who ſpeak 
evil of Government, he there numbers with 
unclean perſons, and ſuch as walk after the 
fleſh, which ſhows, that to deſpiſe Govern- 
ment, and oppoſe our Rulers, is a very 
great ſin, and expoſes us to the wrath off 
. the ne Say" 
If you are not true and loyal ſubjects to 
your Government; 1f you do not bleſs God 
for the happineſs you under it enjoy, and 
are not ſenſible of this, you may pro- 
voke him to bring you into that ſtate of 
flavery and tyranny, under which France, 
and other nations, now groan. Your very 
enemies, when diveſted of prejudice ans 
iche paſſion, 
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* . ou be ſo great enemies to your- 
© les — feel and confeſs this Let 
* "hp: then entreat you, by the command of 
. Bod, the command of your merciful arid 


* compaſſionate Saviour, the command of his 

. Apoltles, the example of thoſe Saints, who, 
— Having fniſhed their earthly toils, are now 

2 uround the heavenly Throne; by 


te .conſideration of your preſent comfort 
5 and future jo, to renounce the principles 
_ and-opinions of thoſe who are enemies to 
on Government; to pray for its peace, 
Proſperity and continuance; and that the 
E dpirit-of diſloyalty and diſaffection may in- 
8 >. Hantly-die away, like a finiſhed „ that 
3 LE: aſpark behind. 7 
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25 * 20 Une 5, for more, read men. E 
* ſine 26, fer Ghaations, read Grugtion. - r 
32, line 24, er reaſonable, read No. p 
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